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THE PHYSIOLOGY OF  REPRODUCTION

product of conception is called the embryo; from this time un-
til birth it is referred to as the fetus. From about the middle
of pregnancy onward, movements of the fetus occur of which
the mother is aware; they are referred to as quickening. Suck-
ing and spasmodic movements of the chest resembling those of
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Fig. 14-18   A comparison of the dissociation curves
of fetal and maternal hemoglobins.
respiration have been observed in fetal animals. The unborn
child lies within the sac formed by the arnnion and chorionjc
membrane, submerged in a fairly large body of fluid (liquor
omn.ii) which serves to protect it from sudden jars or injuries
from the outside world. The amniotic sac fills the uterus, and
is considerably larger than the fetus itself which is thus per-
mitted a certain freedom of movement.
Toward the latter part of pregnancy, the unborn child usu-
ally takes up a position with its head directed downward and,
most frequently, its posterior part (occiput) pointing forward
and to the left (Fig. 14-15). It is fitted in this position into